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CoP and ECD

ÁIn Evidence Based Practice in the Early 

Childhood Field, Buyese and Wesley (2006) 

recommend this community of practice 

approach as an effective way to bridge the 

apparent divide between early childhood 

consumers and researchers. 



CoP & ECD

ÁA community of practice (CofP) for parents,  
ECD professionals and the research 
community informs researchers about the 
needs and realities of ñconsumersò and 
helps consumers to apply research to 
practice. 

ÁApproach supports the adoption of 
evidence-based approaches in applied 
settings-i.e. within Canadian  ECD 
programs.



What do communities of practice 

look like?

Problem solving "Can we brainstorm some ideas; 

Iôm stuckò

Requests for information "Where can I find someone to 

build an adaptive toilet seat for a 

child in my program?"

Seeking experience "Has anyone dealt with a family 

in this situation?" 

Reusing assets ñI have a proposal I wrote for a 

funder last year. I can send it to 

you and you can easily tweak it 

for this new RFP."

http://www.ewenger.com/theory/index.htm



What do communities of practice 

look like?

Coordination and synergy ñCan we work together to 

develop a job description? 

Workshop? Protocol?"

Discussing developments "What do you think of the new 

government announcement? Do 

you think it will really help?"

Documentation projects ñWe have faced this problem five 

times now. Letôs write it down 

once and for all."

Visits ñCan we come and see your  

family support program? We 

need to establish one in our 

community."

Mapping knowledge and 

identifying gaps

Who knows what, and what are 

we missing? What other groups 

should we connect with?"



Community Living - Manitoba

Ádedicated to the full inclusion in the 

community of persons of all ages who 

live with an intellectual disability

Community Living    

Manitoba

Diversity Includes.



4 key goals are met via community 

based inclusive childcare settings:

ÁChildrenôs well-being, development and 

prospects for lifelong learning are fostered. 

ÁParents are supported in their education, 

training, employment and childrearing roles. 

ÁChildcare fosters social solidarity and social 

cohesion. 

ÁChildcare provides equity to diverse groups, 

including families raising a child with a 

disability.



Collaborations for 

Transformations

Advocates for early childhood inclusion stress 

that it is an issue for communities as much as 

for systems (education, health, childcare)

Successful inclusion requires collaboration and 

community membership to achieve safe and 

positive environments that are suitable not just 

for children with disabilities but for all 
children.



First questions for                     

Community Living Manitoba

ÁWho shares our vision of quality and 
inclusion for children?

ÁHow can we work with them?

ÁWhat opportunities are there to influence 
policies affecting children and their 
families at the local, regional, national, 
and global levels?

ÁWhat do families and family based 
organizations need to be able to 
contribute to these processes?


