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CoP ancl ECD

» |n Evidence Based Practice in the Early
Childhood Field, Buyese and Wesley (2006)
recommend this community of practice
approach as an effective way to bridge the
apparent divide between early childhood
consumers and researchers.



» A community of practice (CofP) for parents,
ECD professionals and the research
community informs researchers about the
needs drsl realitiesl of ‘comsumnarst ande s 0
helps consumers to apply research to
practice.

» Approach supports the adoption of
evidence-based approaches in applied
settings-i.e. within Canadian ECD
programs.



Whnat clo cornrnuniiies of oraciice

look lika?

}

- "Can we brainstorm some ideas;
Problem solving L e s

Requests for information VWhere can Ifind someone to

build an adaptive toilet seat for a
child in my program?"

L 7 "Has anyone dealt with a family
Seekmg REPOITOITS In this situation?"
R@USF"QBSSE'(S n | have a proposal

funder last year. | can send it to
you and you can easily tweak it
for this new RFP."
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What cdo cornrnuniiies of oraciic

look like*
Coorﬂy‘naﬁonanﬂsynergy ACan we work toget

develop a job description?
Workshop? Protocol?"

Di'scussing ffeveVOpments "What do you think of the new

government announcement? Do
you think it will really help?"

Documen’(aﬁonpmj‘ects AWe have faced t hi

ti mes now. Let 6s v
once and for all."

‘WSWS nC.an we come and ¢
family support program? We
need to establish one in our
community."

Mapping knowledge and Who knows what, and what are

we missing? What other groups

WEHWWQ gaps should we connect with?"



Community Living
Manitoba

Cornrnunity Living - Vanitooa

dedicated to the full inclusion in the
community of persons of all ages who
live with an intellectual disability
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Key goals are met via cornrnunity
pased Inclusive cnildcare setiings:

Chi | dr ebeog develwpgmient and
prospects for lifelong learning are fostered.

Parents are supported in their education,
training, employment and childrearing roles.

Childcare fosters social solidarity and social
cohesion.

Childcare provides equity to diverse groups,
Including families raising a child with a
disabillity.




Collaporations for
Transrtorrnations

Advocates for early childhood inclusion stress
that it is an issue for communities as much as
for systems (education, health, childcare)

Successful inclusion requires collaboration and
community membership to achieve safe and
positive environments that are suitable not just

for children with disabilities but for all
children.



First questions for

Who shares our vision of quality and
Inclusion for children?

How can we work with them?

What opportunities are there to influence
policies affecting children and their
families at the local, regional, national,
and global levels?

What do families and family based
organizations need to be able to
contribute to these processes?




