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The Future of Lamar Plaza, and Beyond
A Message from ZNA President Andrew Elder

ANOTHER MAJOR PROJECT is coming to South Lamar. Greystar
plans to redevelop the iconic Lamar Plaza as a vertical mixed use
(VMU) project, adding more than 400 apartments alongside
businesses on the nine acres.

To promote neighborhood compatibility, a mix of single - and
two-story apartments will front Treadwell and Dexter, with door -
ways facing the streets. The rest of the site will rise to a five  -story
peak at the southeast corner (where Suzi's is now). Ten percent of
the housing units should be affordable at the 60% level. The Alamo
Drafthouse will remain, and a small grocery and some restaurants
and retail shops are also likely. Three parking garages will be
hidden inside the commercial and residential buildings, holding
nearly three times the current parking spaces. Access to the
garages will be on Treadwell, and the driveways on Lamar will be
reduced to one in the center of the block. There will be no vehicle
access to the site from Dexter.

The new Alamo Plaza represents a major change to our neigh -
borhood. Counting other nearby projects, more than 1000 new
housing units are planned within a few blocks, but we may also
lose several longtime local businesses. The designers have worked
to minimize overflow parking and integrate the project with neigh
boring residences, but new traffic problems are certain at Tread -
well and Lamar. The new projects on South Lamar are building on
the VMU plan that ZNA submitted to the city a few years ago, and
we hope they will deliver the expected benefits.

THREE RESOLUTIONS on city policies that will
define the future direction of change in Zilker

will be featured at ZNA's Oct. 24 meeting. These
resolutions represent recommendations on how
we elect our City Council, on the comprehensive
planning process, and on commercial short -term
rentals in residential areas. The Austin Neigh -
borhoods Council (ANC) is asking its member or -
ganizations to vote on these resolutions at its

Oct. 26 meeting, and so the ZNA executive com -
mittee is asking you to participate in the discus -
sion at our Oct. 24 meeting. | hope you will join
the debate on where we go from here.

ZNA Meeting

October 24
Monday 6:30 - 8:45 PMm
Zilker Elementary School
1900 Bluebonnet
X X X
Meet your neighbors and
Elect officers (page 10)
Volunteer for Little Zilker
Park (page 4)
Support Holiday Families
Program (page 8)

Vote on Single -member
districts (page 7)
Comprehensive plan (page 6)
Short -term rentals

(page 1)
X

Newcomers, old-timers,
homeowners, renters,
business neighbors

All Welcome
X X X X X

Short - Term Rental Resolution

As reported in the July issue of ZNews, the Austin
Planning Commission is working on a new ordi -
nance to define and regulate short -term rentals
(STR) in single -family residential areas. For many
months now, ZNA vice president Steven McGuire
has participated in a working group formed by the
Planning Commission. Members of the working
group representing various neighborhoods have
concluded that the current recommendations for
this ordinance are too restrictive for homeowners
who rent their houses only occasionally (during
SXSW, for instance) and too (Continued on page 6)
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Zilker School Calendar

Zilker Zamboree

Saturday, Oct. 22, Noon -4 pm

: This year's Zamboree, the Zilker

: PTA's fall carnival, features a Hallo

: ween theme, so come in costume to

tadd to the festivity!
to miss the karaoke booth, moon -

: walks, photo booth, and (surprise!)

the return of the Haunted House.

GHOSTS) GOEHN% Akd GHOULS ATTENd - FRiNCEﬁSE% PiRi\TES/ AN EVEN THER leENﬂ Parents, please remember to sign
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items for the carnival and/or basket
Mook - 100 pM

: raffle. Help make this a great event
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[ILKER ELEMENTARY CAMpUS

1500 BLUEbONNET LANE

c00d LochL food!  GAMES!  PHoTo BooTH

Zilker PTA is looking for skilled

: artists to help decorate the walls of
HAONTEA HOUSE! ~ WEAR YOUR COSTUME!
FON f0R THE wHolE FaMiLy!

: the Zamboree Haunted House with

: special spooktacular paint! If you can
volunteer to help the Zamboree in

: any way (including the Haunted

: House preparation), contact Andi Loo
through zilkerpta@gmail.com.

: AISD Hearing
: Tuesday, Oct. 25,6 -8 pm

THANKS TO OUR SpOOKTACULAR SFONSORS? Austin ISD Facilities Master Plan
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Southpaws Playschool
23248 South Lamar, 78704

512-440-7529
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Now offering Dogal Call for more information.

www.nilevallevherbs.com




OcCTOBER 2011 Z oNEWS

Page 3

Zilker PTA - BookPeople Fundraiser
Nov. 12 - 19
Support reading, the local economy,
and the Zilker PTA by shopping at
BookPeople the week of November
12. It's simple: during the week,
Zilker families, friends, and neigh -
bors shop at BookPeople for books
and gifts. At check -out, present the
Zilker BookPeople flyer (distributed
through the school and the Web site
Zilkerelem.org). The store will do -
nate 20% of net sales to the Zilker
PTA. If you forget the flyer, just say
you're shopping on behalf of Zilker.
Zilker PTA/BookPeople Family
Shopping Night: On Wednesday,
Nov. 16, Zilker PTA will host a
special event at BookPeople, begin -
ning at 5:30 pm and running all
night. Children (and parents) can
come to the store in their pj's to
shop, eat yummy treats, and listen
to special readings throughout the
evening by Principal Thomson and
Zilker teachers. Amy Spiro

More school events on page 5

Join Zilker PTA We want to hear
from you! Contact Akua Woolbright,
president, zilkerpta@gmail.com.




